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knows what a stink is without having been at Naples.
I declare I "begin to think Nero's wish not quite so
atrocious. ... I wish the Dominie1 had been here
this winter, and had escaped what General O'Hara calls

that d-----d thing, a fine frosty morning.    How you

would delight in General O'Hara! He is the most
agreeable, comical creature in the world; he is quite
no cary, laughing at everybody to their faces, but in
such a way it is impossible to take it ill; and having
been everywhere in Europe, Africa, and America, he
goes with us to Borne, to my great joy. He is not a
young bean, as he is certainly past fifty. He says Mrs.

L------ talks like a running bass in music, and makes

us laugh all day. Our beautiful Aquilon (so much
cleaner than anything on shore) leaves us to-day, and
takes away a beautiful feature from my prospect.
Captain Stopford^' who commands her, is a remarkably
"gentlemanlike man, and very much in Lady Courtown's
style. He is extremely fond of the Admiral, and was
on board his ship three years.3

* March 3.

* Vesuvius is charming, for, after my having given
up all hopes of an eruption, on Monday he took it into
his head to begin to burn. The explosion of red-hot
stones that night was beautiful, and the next morning
the lava began to run almost from the crater, and con-
tinues doing so, and we rather hope increases. The
stream is narrow, but directly opposite our windows.

1 A nickname for ifr, Elliot of Wells,